
 

 

CCS Art Ed Format for Standards Based Lesson Plan 

Title of Lesson: Introduction to Collage using the Caldecott Book: Shadow, Translated and 

Illustrated by Marcia Brown (from the French of Blaise Cendrars), 1983 

Grades 5th and 6th grade 

Sarah Koch 

I. Standards and Benchmarks 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 

Benchmark:  ART.VA.II.5.1 Synthesize the knowledge of materials, techniques, and 

processes to create artwork. 

 

II.  Outcomes: 

(SWBAT) Students will be able to: 

 Learn about the diversity and background of other cultures, especially the Taureg 

people 

 Increase their fine motor skills with art utensils such as cutting precisely and carefully 

with scissors 

 Develop an eye for what elements and principles make a successful composition 

 Understand the definition of collage and be able to execute collage well 

 Learn art vocabulary terms that will increase their art knowledge such as: texture, 

positive and negative space, emphasis, composition, proportion/scale, shape, size, 

and color. 

 Become confident in their abilities to create strong concepts and compositions in 

making a work of art 

 

III.  Anticipatory Set/Motivation: 

As an anticipatory set and motivation I would invite a collage artist such as Terri Light to the 

classroom to talk about collage and do a short collage demonstration in front of the class 

explaining their artistic process.  Students will also read the story of Shadow and look at the 

images in the book before they begin their drawings to draw inspiration for their own unique 

ideas.  The images in the book will serve as a professional example for the students to get 

them engaged and excited about what they can accomplish in their own images. 

IV.  Model the Process: 

Criteria:  This lesson requires a 9” x 12” sketchbook, 14” x 17” Bristol paper, magazines or 

printed materials, black construction paper, scissors, and glue.  Students will be required to 

learn about people of another culture and make an image based off activities the people 

participate in in their culture.  Students will make an image through collage that focuses on 



 

 

the Taureg, who are Berber people with a traditionally nomadic pastoralist lifestyle who 

reside in the Saharan Interior of North Africa.  The project will encourage cultural diversity by 

having students learn about another culture very different from their own.  Students will 

create their image using various textures and backgrounds from magazines and printed 

materials in addition to black silhouettes of The Taureg people participating in an activity 

that is common in their culture.  The visual emphasis will be on texture and positive and 

negative space.  Students will be required to gather their own reference photos of the Taureg 

people and have a 9” x 12” sketchbook to do their thumbnail sketches of their composition 

and idea behind the image.  Students will be required to have their thumbnail composition 

approved by me before they begin their project in class. 

Task Analysis:  Students will first need to know and understand the definition of collage in 

order to complete their project successfully. I will give the class a lecture on the history of 

collage early in the lesson and define it as: a technique of composing a work of art by pasting 

on a single surface various materials not normally associated with one another. I will 

determine the level of student understanding by giving the class a verbal assessment.  Based 

on the assessment, I will go into further explanation with the class about what collage means 

or explain it in another way in order for students to understand collage if the class is 

struggling.  Once students understand collage I will demonstrate to the class how to use the 

collage materials properly.  I will demonstrate and discuss important working techniques such 

as how much glue to put on the paper to collage, how to cut efficently with the scissors, and 

how to glue on a surface such as wax paper to keep the glue excess in one place.  I will also 

demonstrate additional tips such as how to keep your work area clean, how to keep your 

hands clean when working with collage, and visual tips to look for printed material to collage.  

While I speak about how to use the collage materials I will also do a demonstration of how to 

collage. I will use verbal analization and ask questions with the students to confirm they 

understand my demonstration on how to use the collage materials as well as collaging itself.  I 

will confirm students understanding by have the class participate in a collage trial run 

activity.  The class will create their own collage based on the definition of collage and how to 

use the collage materials properly in order to asses their understanding.  Students will also 

need to understand what makes a successful or interesting composition in collage and why.  I 

will give a class lecture going over the principles and elements of design that will be 

emphasised in this project in order make a successful composition and image.  I will have a 

presentation following the class lecture and show students my own collage work and other 

collage artists work. We will discuss as a class why certain compositions are successful (or 

not) and what elements and principles were utilized in the image which will serve as a verbal 

assesment.  Students will be required to complete thumbnail sketches concerning their 

composition and idea before they are able to begin their project.  I will assess students work 

and help them with improvements on their ideas.  As the last segment of task analysis, I will 

do a presentation and lecture about the Taureg people’s culture and background for the class.  

To confirm their understanding of their culture,  I will give out a written multiple choice test 

to know if students have retained and understand the information presented to them. 

Vocabulary: 

Elements of Art: Shape, Space, Texture 

Principles of Design: Proportion/Scale, Emphasis 



 

 

Composition: Positive and negative space, Spatial relationships, Scale, Hierarchy, and Size. 

 

Materials: 

Caldecott Book:  Shadow, Translated and Illustrated by Marcia Brown (from the French of 

Blaise Cendrars), 1983 

Classroom Materials:  Projector for visual presentation and lectures 

Collage Materials: 9” x 12” sketchbook, 14” x 17” Bristol paper, magazines or printed 

materials, black construction paper, wax paper, scissors, and glue. 

Demonstration: 

Week 1: Day 1: Based on a 40 minute class 

10 minutes:  I will start the lesson by presenting the history and definition of collage.  I will 

show the class visual examples as I present my information. 

20 minutes: I will read the book Shadow with the class.  After I finished reading the book I 

will ask the class questions about the book such as: What place in the world do you think the 

people in the book are?  What can you imply their culture might be like? Why are the people 

in the book just black shapes?  What colors do you see?  What textures do you see?  What are 

some of the environments in the book? 

10 minutes:  I will discuss with the class details of the upcoming project and project 

requirements such as the size requirements, that it is a collage project, and it will be based 

on another culture different from their own like in the book Shadow. 

Day 2: Based on a 40 minute class 

20 minutes:  I will do a presentation on the Taureg people and discuss their cultural roots, 

dress, customs, and background in class.  I will ask students questions such as:  Why do you 

people these people are nomadic?  What customs do you find interesting?  What do you like or 

dislike about their culture?  To confirm their understanding of their culture,  I will give out a 

written multiple choice test to know if students have retained and understand the 

information presented to them. 

10 minutes:  Students will take a multiple choice test on the Tarueg people to assess their 

understanding of their culture. 

10 minutes:  Students will brainstorm ideas and compositions in their sketchbook 

Day 3: Based on a 40 minute class 

40 minutes:  I will invite collage artist Terri Light into the classroom to do a demonstration of 

collaging and discuss her career doing collages.  Students will have the opportunity to ask her 

questions and see the process of how to collage firsthand. 

Day 4: Based on a 40 minute class 



 

 

5 minutes:  I will speak with students about their thoughts on the artist presentation and ask 

questions such as:  What did you like that she said about collage?  What was your favorite part 

about watching her work?  What did you learn?  Did she inspire any ideas or inspiration for 

collage? 

15 minutes:  I will do a short demonstration about how to properly use collage materials and 

tips on collaging.  I will create my own collage in the process and confirm students 

understanding by asking students questions such as how to glue and use the scissors properly 

20 minutes:  I will have students create their own collage based on what they have learned 

from the collage demonstrations, the definition/history of collage discussed in class, and how 

to use the collage materials in a trial run acitivity to asses their understanding. 

Day 5: Based on a 40 minute class 

10 minutes:  I will give a class lecture going over the principles and elements of design that 

will be emphasized in this project in order make a successful composition and image.   

15 minutes:  I will give a class presentation following the class lecture and show students my 

own collage work and other collage artists work. We will discuss as a class why certain 

compositions are successful (or not) and what elements and principles were utilized in the 

image. 

15 minutes:  I will meet with the students individually and talk about their trial collage they 

did the previous day.  I will ask questions such as:  How do you think it went?  What did you 

like or dislike about your collage?  What elements or principles did you think you used in your 

collage? 

Week 2: Day 1: Based on a 40 minute class 

30 minutes:  Students will work on thumbnail sketches in class about their idea and 

composition about the Taureg people, using Shadow as inspiration for the images. 

10 minutes:  I will meet with students individually and look over their thumbnails.  I will 

assess students work and help make suggestions for their composition and idea.  I will approve 

their best idea before they move on to their final image. 

Day 2: Based on a 40 minute class 

20 minutes: Students will draw and cut out black silhouette shapes for the figures in their 

image. 

20 minutes: Students will spend the remaining class period finding and cutting out shapes and 

textures from magazines to use as their background/environment. 

Day 3:  Based on a 40 minute class 

40 minutes:  Students will continue to look through magazines and other printed materials 

and cut out various shapes and textures to use as their background/environment. 

Day 4: Based on a 40 minute class 



 

 

40 minutes:  Students will continue to look through magazines and other printed materials 

and cut out various shapes and textures to use as their background/environment. 

Day 5:  Based on a 40 minute class 

40 minutes:  Students will glue down their cut out collage material on their Bristol Paper and 

finish their project. 

 

V.  Check for Understanding: 

How did……learning about the culture of the Taureg people affect your overall collage?  How 

did the black silhouettes of the Taureg people improve or contribute your collage?  How did 

learning about another culture influence elements in your collage such as shape and texture?  

How did you accomplish positive and negative space in the composition in your collage?  How 

did you create texture in your collage? 

What sort of shapes, lines and patterns……….did you use in your collaged image?  Did certain 

shapes and patterns tend to be in many students collage work?  Did you use any shapes, lines, 

patterns, or textures common in the Taureg culture?  Did the shapes, lines, and patterns you 

used look different then what you see every day in American society?  If so, how were they 

different?  Were there any similarities? 

What details do you notice that……….were common in the Taureg culture?  What details from 

the Taureg culture did you implement in your own collage?  How does the lifestyle and 

clothing of people in this culture differ from your life/world?  What details did you notice in 

your collage that expressed another culture?  What details did other students use in creating 

their collages?   

How can you use……….collage to express an idea?  How can you use collage to visually discuss 

or convey information about a culture?  How can you use images from different magazines to 

create a scene or environment in your collage? 

How can you use……….positive and negative space to create a successful composition or 

image?  How can you put emphasis on design elements such as texture and positive and 

negative space in your collage?  How can you use collage to tell a story? 

 

VI.  Monitor and Adjust: 

In my lesson I will make it a priority to work with students one on one throughout the project.  

However, I will especially do this in the planning and ideation process of their collage.  I want 

to spend this time making sure every student is on the right track for their collage and that 

each students idea is uniquely their own.  I will discuss with students how they feel about the 

upcoming project and make adjustments or changes based on their progress and 

understanding of the lesson.  I want students to be able to work independently as much as 

they are capable of.  However, I will walk around the classroom and assist with students as 

needed and guide students through the collage project process.  I will provide additional help 

and assistance to students who are struggling with the steps in collaging such as knowing 

where to look for specific images, knowing what to look for, and how to cut out and glue 



 

 

materials.  I will intervene with a hands-on approach if necessary to show students how to 

physically do something.  I will explain instructions, ideas, and vocabulary in different 

approaches using a variety of terms in order for students to grasp necessary information for 

the lesson.  I will make adjustments and revisions to my lesson regarding instruction, 

presentation and delivery of information, and explanations if it is clear they are not helpful or 

need to be made simpler to the class.  I will observe how students approach and accomplish 

their projects and offer guidance or suggestions if it will improve their project or increase the 

speed of their process.  Based on student’s individual progress I will either increase or 

decrease my expectations, the complexity of the image, and techniques utilized that is 

appropriate for the individual student.  I will also let students slow down or move forward in 

the artistic process based on their progress, capabilities, and motivation.  I will monitor 

myself in the classroom as well to see if my speed of teaching, instruction, and presentation 

need any type of adjustment to meet the needs of the class and students individually. 

VII.  Accommodations: 

I will create an in class working plan for students who need additional structure in the 

classroom based on challenges they may have with physical limitations or mental, behavioral, 

emotional, and learning differences.  This will provide these students with clear-cut goals and 

accomplishments to help them get through the lesson day by day and monitor their progress 

closely.  I will check in with students who need accommodations at the beginning of every 

class to assess their level of understanding, see their project progress, and help assist them in 

ways that they need.  For example, in this lesson I will provide materials to help 

accommodate physically limited students by using oversize scissors with a grip, large 

magazines and images that make cutting more accessible, and large glue sticks or liquid glue 

that will make it easier for the student to use.  Alternative materials like these will help 

students complete their project while making it easier to perform the steps they need in the 

collage process.  Students who are also struggling with using the materials could rip out 

printed material and use double stick tape as an adhesive as another successful method to 

collage.  I can demonstrate to students how to use materials appropriately if they are having 

difficulty with that as well.  If students are struggling with collage I can have students create 

more simple collages that require less cutting and pasting but are still strong and interesting 

images.  I will offer short breaks for students who need some time to decompress if they are 

getting overwhelmed with anxiety or are frustrated in the classroom.  I will explain directions 

and steps to students who need additional academic assistance in a variety of ways using 

different vocabulary in order for them to understand how to participate and complete the 

lesson successfully.  I will make accommodations accordingly only to benefit and encourage 

student learning, development, and progress. 

VIII.  Clean Up: 

Students will be required to recycle collage and construction paper scraps and either put 

their cut out images in a personal folder in their class bin or paper clip their cut out images to 

their collage at the end of the class period.  Students will put away working materials such as 

scissors, glue, wax paper, collage materials, and construction paper in designated areas.  

Students will be required to write down their names on all of their collage work and check to 

make sure all of their materials have their names on them in case they are misplaced.  

Students will clean up their personal working area and clean off glue on the table or whatever 



 

 

surface they are working on with paper towel and cleaner.  Students will make sure their 

chairs are pushed in and arranged neatly around their table or workspace.  Students will also 

have to make sure that the floor is clean in order to leave class.  The class is required to do a 

thorough clean up job in order to develop good habits, create a productive working 

environment, and have the class clean for the next art class. 

IX.  Closure and Assessment: 

At the end of the lesson students will be given written and verbal assessments to gauge their 

level of understanding of the lesson, their artistic progress and growth, and their thoughts 

about the lesson.  This will help me as a teacher to see in depth how students truly grasped 

the lesson and their feelings on the project.  I will talk with students one on one at the end of 

the project and ask students what they learned, what they liked and disliked about the 

project, and how to improve the project next time it is taught.  I will also have an informal 

discussion with the class discussing their thoughts on the project overall.  Students will also 

be required to fill out a self-assessment form at the end of the lesson.  Students will 

determine their overall progress and learning in the lesson in areas such as time/effort, 

craftsmanship, following directions/rules, meeting the lesson criteria, staying on task, and 

progress deadlines.  At the closure of the lesson I will have students engage in a class 

critique, requiring each student to say a positive quality of someone’s work and an area of 

improvement.  This will teach students how to critique artwork in a productive and positive 

way which will hopefully lead to improvement in students projects in the future due to class 

encouragement and participation.  Students will be given written assessments defining 

vocabulary words in the unit such as collage, culture, texture, composition, shape, and 

positive and negative space.  Students will also have to identify examples of collage and write 

a paragraph about the artist in class collage demonstration.  Students will also have to write 

written answers about the culture of the Tarueg people such as their customs, clothing, and 

lifestyle.  Students will also have to compare and contrast the culture of the Taureg people 

with their own life/culture.  I will discuss the answers to these questions in class and clarify 

misunderstandings or questions that students have about vocabulary and information in the 

unit such as the art demonstration or presentation in the Taureg culture.  I will use the 

written rubric to assess and determine individual students and the class’s overall level of 

understanding and retained information.  


