
 

 

CCS Art Ed Format for Standards Based Lesson Plan 

Title of Lesson: Introduction to Value using the Caldecott book: Jumanji, Written and 

Illustrated by Chris Van Allsburg, 1982 

Grades 10-12 

Sarah Koch 

I. Standards and Benchmarks 

      Standard 2:  Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 

      Benchmark:  ART.VA.II.HS.2 Create artwork using materials and techniques with skill so 

that personal intentions are carried out.  

 

II.  Outcomes: 

(SWBAT) Students will be able to: 

 Develop fine motor skills such as drawing and rendering with a pencil 

 Have a strong command and understanding of value 

 Know how to create a successful composition and the elements that make up a 

successful composition such as positive and negative space 

 Expand their artistic vocabulary by learning terms such as: hierarchy, proportion, 

value, overlapping, composition, scale, tangents, etc. 

 Know, understand, and execute the steps in the artistic process 

 

III.  Anticipatory Set/Motivation: 

Students will be shown the movie Jumanji as a source of motivation and inspiration before 

they start their project in anticipation for their own drawings.  Students will also read the 

story of Jumanji without viewing the images in the book before they begin their drawings to 

visualize the story in their own mind to develop their own unique ideas.  Once students form 

their thumbnail compositions I will show students the illustrations from the books as an 

example to get them engaged and excited about what they can accomplish in their images. 

 

IV.  Model the Process: 

Criteria: This lesson requires a 9” x 12” sketchbook, 14” x 17” Bristol paper, and graphite or 

charcoal pencils.  Students will create their image in black and white.  Students will be 

required to gather reference photos and have a 9” x 12” sketchbook to do their process work 

for thumbnail sketches, rough sketches, and value studies.  Students will be required to have 

a final idea in place that is approved by me before they begin their piece in class. 



 

 

 

Task Analysis: The students will first need to know how to hold the graphite or charcoal 

pencil correctly in order to complete this lesson; this will be taught and demonstrated by me 

to in class.  I will also give a class demonstration to show students how to render with 

charcoal or graphite pencil for their project as well as various rendering techniques. Students 

will also demonstrate how to properly use their pencil and how to render in a short “trial run” 

activity before they begin their lesson.  Once students have mastered how to use the 

materials for the project, students will next need to understand what makes a successful 

composition and why.  I will give a class lecture on this going over the principles and elements 

of design that make a successful composition and image.  A presentation will follow the class 

lecture giving a variety of examples of successful compositions and we will discuss as a class 

why they are successful compositions and what elements and principles were utilized in the 

image.  Students will work on their process work in class by creating thumbnail compositions, 

rough sketches, tight skectes, and value studies in class to demonstrate they understand how 

to draw compositions successfully and render with a charcoal or graphite pencil.  I will assess 

students work and help them with improvements on their ideas. 

 

Vocabulary:  

Elements of Art: Value, Space 

Principle of Design: Contrast 

Composition: Positive and negative space, spatial relationships, scale, hierarchy, proportion, 

and size. 

 

Materials:  

Caldecott Book:  Jumanji, Written and Illustrated by Chris Van Allsburg, 1982 

Classroom Materials:  Lightbox or window, projector for visual presentation and lectures 

Drawing/Process Materials: 9” x 12” sketchbook, 14” x 17” Bristol paper, 14” x 17” tracing 

paper, graphite or charcoal pencils (H, HB, B, 2B, 4B, 6B) and erasers. 

 

Demonstration: *Note:  If I didn’t meet with students every day of the week I would either 

condense or reduce some of steps in the project such as only watching specific scenes in 

the movie Jumanji in order to fit in time constraints or to help streamline the process of 

the project.  Since my project is at the high school level, I would assign all the process 

work as homework for students to complete if not completed in class, and possibly less 

working class time of the process in order for students to get to the end result of their 

project in a timely manner.* 

Week 1: Day 1: Based on an hour class 



 

 

5 minutes: Students will receive their sketchbook that will be used for their project.  I will 

discuss with the class that the sketchbook will be used for the majority of work for their 

project. 

15 minutes: Start lesson with class discussion on the book Jumanji.  The class will discuss 

what they remember from the book and what they enjoyed from the book such as individual 

characters, scenes, plots, etc.  Students will make a written list of what they remember from 

the story Jumanji.  Students will draw sketches of what they remembered/imagined their 

favorite scenes or imagery from the book look like in their sketchbook. 

30 minutes:  Students will then read the book in class without the illustrations and write down 

their favorites scenes from the story.  Students will also make notes of the differences 

between what they remembered in the past from the story and what they have just read.   

10 minutes:  A class discussion will follow about what imagery came to mind when they read 

the book again and students will share their favorite scenes from the story.  Students will 

discuss as a class what they visualized when they read the story. 

Day 2:  Based on an hour class  

60 minutes:  Students will be shown the movie Jumanji as an introduction and motivation to 

their first project after reading the book.  Students will take notes while watching the movie 

writing down their favorite scenes or imagery from the movie.  Students will also make a 

notes of the differences between the written story and what they are viewing in the movie. 

Day 3:  Based on an hour class 

45 minutes: The class will continue to watch Jumanji and take notes on the movie.  We will 

finish the movie on this day.   

15 minutes:  Class discussion will follow about students illustrating their own version of their 

favorite scene from Jumanji with an emphasis on value and composition.  I will discuss 

generally what is expected of the students in the assignment and show students an example 

of my own image based on this lesson.  I will also show students my complete process work 

that led to the final image. 

Day 4:  Based on an hour class  

30 minutes:  I will have a class discussion and recall with students the instructions that were 

given the previous day about the assignment details and expectations.  I will give more in 

depth instructions on the assignment such as materials, sizing of the image, process for the 

assignment, and the amount of time that will be spent on the project. 

30 minutes:  I will give students both a lecture and presentation on value and composition.  I 

will teach students appropriate vocabulary and also show students art examples that 

reinforce the information I am teaching them.  Students will be shown a presentation with a 

variety of successful compositions that they can use as inspiration for their own compositions.  

We will discuss thoroughly as a class why the examples shown are successful compositions due 

to different design elements and principles.  Students will be taught in my lecture the basic 

ideas in creating a successful composition such as overlapping, scale and size, and avoiding 



 

 

tangents.  Lastly, I will discuss my own piece of work regarding Jumanji in terms of 

composition and value. 

Day 5:  Based on an hour class 

10 minutes:  Students will also engage in class discussion by answering questions about value 

and composition to assess their level of understanding from the previous class period.   

20 minutes:  I will give students a demonstration on how to hold the graphite or charcoal 

pencils properly and will then be taught how to render with the pencils using various 

techniques such as cross hatching and directional rendering and pressures on the paper.  I will 

demonstrate additional useful tips such as using the table as an arm support and having paper 

material under the hand to prevent smudging.  I will demonstrate to students how value 

relationships affect the whole composition and directly next to one another.  I will show 

students the illustrations from Jumanji as examples for value such as high key and low key 

value scales. 

20 minutes:  Students will show me their sketches from the first day of the lesson about what 

they remembered/imagined their favorite scenes or images from the book looked like.  I will 

walk around and talk to students individually about their sketches and we will discuss changes 

and improvements for their own versions of illustration of scenes from the book in various 

terms such as scale, composition, proportion, value, style, etc.   

10 minutes:  I will give a lecture on thumbnail sketches briefly and show students examples of 

my own thumbnail sketches so they have a visual example of what they are supposed to look 

like.  I will assign thumbnail sketches as homework for the next class. 

Week 2:  Day 1:  Based on hour class 

30 minutes:  I will discuss and show examples with students the steps for the artistic process.  

I will review thumbnail sketches again with students and then I will discuss and show 

examples of rough sketches, tight sketches, value studies, and photo reference.  Students will 

then understand the entire process for the start and finish on a project.  I will tell students 

that they are required to do all the process work for their upcoming assignment.  

30 minutes:  I will meet with each student in the class and go over their thumbnail sketches 

and decide what idea and composition would work best for each student.  I will approve each 

student’s best thumbnail idea before they can move forward in the process.  While other 

students are waiting they will work on additional thumbnails ideas. 

Day 2:  Based on one hour class 

30 minutes:  Students will take photo reference in class of themselves or other students that 

are approved to be photographed in order to get the image composition they need for their 

drawing.  Students will rent photo equipment from the school in order to do this.  If students 

do not want to be photographed they can look up image reference online and print it out.  I 

will also require the students to have their photo reference approved by me during class. 

30 minutes: Students will work on drawing a basic/rough sketch in their sketchbook based off 

their photo reference.  This will be a general outline of the placement of the composition. 

Day 3: Based on one hour class 



 

 

30 minutes: I will meet with each student in the class and discuss their rough sketches and 

offer suggestions and improvements for their final sketch. 

30 minutes:  Students will make copies of their rough sketches and shrink them to a small size 

of 3x5.  Students will render the sketch in pencil in only 3 values of dark, middle, and light in 

class. They will make 4 versions of value studies. 

Day 4: Based on one hour class 

20 minutes: I will meet with each student and approve their best value study and make 

suggestions for how their value study can be improved. 

40 minutes: Students will begin working on drawing their final sketch in class based off their 

photo reference and previous rough sketch.  This is the stage where students will work out all 

of their drawing mistakes before they transfer their final sketch on their sheet of Bristol 

paper and begin rendering. 

Day 5: Based on one hour class 

60 minutes: Students will continue to work on drawing their final sketches in class based off 

their photo reference and previous rough sketch.  I will walk around the classroom and assist 

students as needed during the class period.  I will intervene and talk to students if I see they 

are struggling with or need improvement on an aspect of their drawing such as proportion or 

perspective. 

Week 3:  Day 1: Based on one hour class 

60 minutes: Students will continue to work on drawing their final sketch in class based off 

their photo reference and previous rough sketch.  I will walk around the classroom and assist 

students as needed during the class period.  I will intervene and talk to students if I see they 

are struggling with or need improvement on an aspect of their drawing such as proportion or 

perspective. 

Day 2: Based on one hour class 

60 Minutes:  Students will continue to work on drawing their final sketch in class based off 

their photo reference and previous rough sketch.  I will walk around the classroom and assist 

students as needed during the class period.  I will intervene and talk to students if I see they 

are struggling with or need improvement on an aspect of their drawing such as proportion or 

perspective. 

Day 3: Based on one hour class 

60 Minutes:  Students will continue to work on drawing their final sketch in class based off 

their photo reference and previous rough sketch.  I will walk around the classroom and assist 

students as needed during the class period.  I will intervene and talk to students if I see they 

are struggling with or need improvement on an aspect of their drawing such as proportion or 

perspective. 

Day 4: Based on one hour class 



 

 

30 minutes:  Students will finishing up their final sketch in class based off their photo 

reference and previous rough sketch.  I will walk around the classroom and assist students as 

needed during the class period.  I will intervene and talk to students if I see they are 

struggling with or need improvement on an aspect of their drawing such as proportion or 

perspective. 

20 minutes:  I will also give a demonstration on how to use the light table and transfer an 

image onto another piece of paper. 

10 minutes:  Students will enlarge their final sketch to 14” x17” size and then begin 

transferring their final sketch on a “14 x 17” sheet of Bristol paper. 

Day 5: Based on one hour class 

30 minutes:  Students will finish up transferring their final sketch on a 14” x 17” sheet of 

Bristol paper. 

30 minutes:  Students will begin rendering their final drawing with graphite or charcoal 

pencils.  I will walk around the classroom and assist students as needed during the class 

period. 

Week 4:  Day 1: Based on one hour class 

60 minutes: Students will continue to render their final drawing with graphite or charcoal 

pencils.  Students will work independently during the class period and I will assist students as 

needed. 

Day 2: Based on one hour class 

60 minutes:  Students will continue to render their final drawing with graphite or charcoal 

pencils.  Students will work independently during the class period and I will assist students as 

needed. 

Day 3: Based on one hour class 

60 minutes:  Students will continue to render their final drawing with graphite or charcoal 

pencils.  Students will work independently during the class period and I will assist students as 

needed. 

Day 4: Based on one hour class 

60 minutes:  Students will finish up rendering their final drawing with graphite or charcoal 

pencils.  Students will work independently during the class period and I will assist students as 

needed. 

Day 5: Based on one hour class 

60 minutes:  Students will spend the last day of the four week period participating in a class 

critique of each student’s drawings.  Each student will be required to say one positive 

comment and one area of improvement towards another student’s work during the critique 

period. 

 



 

 

V.  Check for Understanding: 

How did……rendering techniques affect your drawing?  How did composition contribute to the 

visual impact of your drawing?  

What sort of shapes, lines and patterns……….did you notice in your own drawings or in other 

students drawings in the class?  Did compositions in the class tend to have certain shapes in 

them? Did students have a pattern of using high key or low key value systems? 

What details do you notice that……….were often in your classmate’s drawings?  Were there 

any compositions that were common in many of the drawings?  What background elements 

were in many people’s drawings?  Were there any themes that you noticed that were popular 

in your classmates drawing? 

How can you use……….value as a useful tool in a drawing or in another art form?  How can you 

use value to convey an idea or mood in an image? 

How can you use……….composition to create a focal point? 

 

VI.  Monitor and Adjust: 

I will walk around the classroom as students work on their individual projects and assist them 

if they request it or it is visible they are struggling and might need some assistance during the 

course of their project.  I will also explain directions further one on one or towards the entire 

class if students need it.  I will explain instructions, terms, and knowledge using a different 

approach and vocabulary in order for students to understand how to complete the lesson 

successfully. I will make a note of what terms and explanations work and don’t work for 

giving students directions and revise my instruction accordingly.  I will make it a point to 

observe how individual students accomplish and approach their own projects in my class.  

Based on student’s individual progress I will either let students move ahead to the next step 

in the artistic process or slow down for students who need the extra time or additional 

explanation.  I will also monitor the overall class of their progress and understanding to gauge 

my speed of teaching in the classroom.  

 

VII.  Accommodations: 

If a student in the classroom has a learning, behavioral, or physical disability, I will set aside 

some time to meet and assist them individually at the beginning and end of class specifically.  

I will use this time to gauge student’s individual progress and to develop an in-class working 

plan that meets their needs and reasonably meets their capabilities. I will explain directions 

to students with disabilities or students who need further academic assistance in a variety of 

ways with various explanations in order for them to understand how to participate and 

complete the lesson successfully.  Students who have limited physical capabilities or need to 

use different materials due to difficulty or lack of success will be able to use alternative 

mediums such as drawing with large charcoal/graphite pencils or sticks.  Students who are 

struggling with the materials could also paint with their fingers or with a brush using charcoal 

or graphite powders.  An additional medium alternative is a graphite or charcoal wash pencil. 



 

 

I will use a hands-on approach by physically showing students how to render with a pencil if 

need be. 

 

VIII.  Clean Up: 

At the end of the class period students will put away their charcoal or graphite pencils in 

designated containers and put away their process work and sketchbook in their class cubbies.  

Students must make sure that their names are on the back of their pieces of work and process 

work before it is put away in the classroom cubbies. Students will be expected to clean up 

both their personal working area and their group table when they are finished working for the 

class period.  Students will be required to clean their tables with paper towel and cleaner for 

the next class.  Students will also make sure to pick up pieces of garbage on the floor before 

they leave the classroom.  None of the students can leave the classroom until a thorough 

clean-up is completed at the end of the day. 

 

IX.  Closure and Assessment: 

At the end of the lesson students will be given written rubrics in order to assess their 

understanding of the project to a better extent.  The rubric will ask questions involving the 

lesson such as: how to use a charcoal/graphite pencil, how to render with a charcoal/graphite 

pencil, various rendering technique names, defining positive and negative space, defining 

value, what makes a successful composition, what are the names of some common 

composition styles, what composition did the student do in their own drawing.  I will also 

have the student’s answer multiple choice questions about vocabulary and recognizing artist 

examples from the lesson.  I will go over the answers in class to assess student’s overall 

learning, knowledge, and application of the lesson.  I will use the written rubric and multiple 

choice questions to be able to determine the student’s level of understanding through their 

progress in class and the final outcome of their projects.  Students will also be required to fill 

out a closure form at the end of the lesson.  It will have students rate their own progress for 

the lesson such as time/effort, craftsmanship, following rules and directions, and meeting the 

lesson criteria.  Students will also have the opportunity to write what they enjoyed and 

disliked about the lesson.  Students can also offer suggestions of what they would change 

about the lesson for future students.  There will be an informal class discussion asking 

students how they felt about the lesson overall as well. 


